
God Reconciling the World unto Himself

A Survey of the Bible

Part Three: The Age of Christ
Lesson Thirty-Nine: Paul’s Preaching Trips (2) 
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Acts 16:6-10;  16:25-34; 17:10-13;  17:22-31; 18:19-22; 19:23-30; 20:28-31; 20:22-23
A
fter the meeting in Jerusalem, Paul and Barnabas returned to Antioch along with a prophet named Silas. When they decided to return to the churches they had established, Paul took Silas north through Syria and Cilicia and Barnabas took Mark with him to Cyprus (Acts 15:36-41).

At Derbe, one of the cities where they had established a church, Paul took a young man named Timothy and the three traveled further west. When they came to Troas, on the coast of the Aegean Sea, Paul had a vision of a Macedonian man pleading, “Come over to Macedonia and help us” (Acts 16:6-10). Paul realized that this vision was from the Lord and they crossed to Macedonia. 


Macedonia was the ancient homeland of Alexander the Great, who united the Greek city states and then conquered the ancient world. In Philippi (a city named for Alexander’s father) Paul established a church. There they were arrested, but God freed them from prison. The very jailer who had held them obeyed the gospel becoming a Christian (Acts 16:25-34). They also established a church in Thessalonica, but faced great opposition there. Moving on to Berea, they found good hearted prospects who “received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily” to determine if Jesus was the Messiah (Acts 17:10-13). As the vision requested, Paul and Silas offered great help to those in Macedonia.

Moving south, they brought the gospel for the first time into the heart of the Greek world—the cities of Athens and Corinth. In Athens Paul explained to the philosophers and wise men of the Areopagus (a council where ideas were debated and discussed) that Jesus was the way to eternal life (Acts 17:22-31). At Corinth a ruler of the synagogue named Crispus obeyed the gospel, but Jews who opposed them had Paul brought before the proconsul Gallio. Paul was released but Gallio allowed the Jews to persecute the Christians (Acts 18:1-17).  They then crossed over to Ephesus, and returned to Antioch going first to Jerusalem (Acts 18:19-22).

From Antioch they retraced their steps through Cilicia and Pamphylia moving west to Ephesus. In Ephesus Paul baptized some who had received John’s baptism, but had not yet learned about Jesus (Acts 19:1-5). Ephesus was the center of the worship of Diana (or Artemis). An idol-maker named Demetrius realized that some were not buying idols because they had become Christians. He stirred up a mob and Paul barely escaped from Ephesus with his life (Acts 19:23-30). Returning to Macedonia and Greece he strengthened the churches then returned to Miletus, near Ephesus. There the elders of the church in Ephesus met him and he encouraged them in their work. We warned them to be on guard against false teaching (Acts 20:28-31). 

As he had done before, it was Paul’s intention to return first to Jerusalem. Yet, on this last of his three preaching trips the Holy Spirit revealed to him that in Jerusalem he would face chains and persecution (cf. Acts 20:22-23). This was fulfilled. Paul would go to Jerusalem and be imprisoned, but this would turn out to be a way that the gospel spread even further into the Gentile world. 
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	Week
	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	39
	Mark 1-2
	Mark 3-4
	Mark 5-6
	Mark 7-8
	Mark 9-10
	Mark 11-12
	Mark 13-14


Study Questions
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1.  What did the jailer ask (Acts 16:30)?



What did he do?



What does this show about belief?
  
2.  What does the Holy Spirit call the Bereans (Acts 17:11)?

__________________Why are they called this?


3.  What altar did Paul refer to when he spoke to the Areopagus (Acts 17:22-23)?



________________________ Why did he refer to this altar?

4.  What did Paul teach the disciples of John about the difference between Baptism into Christ and John’s baptism (Acts 19:4)?


5.  What motivated Demetrius’ opposition to Paul (Acts 19:24-27)?


6.  What did the Ephesians chant for two hours (Acts 19:34)?


7.  In Troas, what did the church do and on what day (Acts 20:7)?



___________________________ Does this set a pattern for us today?



8.  What miracle did Paul do at Troas (Acts 20:9-10)?

9.  In Paul’s warning to the Ephesian elders, does it suggest that falsehood may be an ongoing danger (Acts 20:28-31)?

10.  What did Agabus do and say to Paul about his trip to Jerusalem (Acts 21:10-11)?



Key Passage: “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with men's hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things” (Acts 17:24-25, NKJV). 
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